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1897.—That another edition should be required in rather more 
than three years, is a proof that this little work is fairly well 
appreciated. As the author states that it ‘“‘has been thoroughly 
overhauled and revised” for the present edition, we expected to 
find no errors, however insignificant. There is a great improve- 
ment in one respect, we have now an index of 10 pages. The 
statement that conium is ‘‘ common in all our hedges”’ is by no 
means true; umbelliferous plants are—but not conium. We 
have still “‘Cytisis Laburnam”’ for ‘‘Cytisus Laburnum” (p. 162), 
and (p. 187) ‘‘decrotism” for ‘‘dicrotism.” Under nitric acid 
poisoning we have still not a word about the fumes being fatal 
when inhaled in any quantity." Ice-creams are looked upon 
with the direst suspicion, and justly so. ‘‘ Whereas in good 
drinking water there are rarely more than 100 bacteria per 
cubic centimetre, three samples of ice cream which were 
analysed contained respectively 2,150,000, 4,200,000, and 
5,340,000 bacteria.” 


The Private Sanatoria for Consumptives, and the Treatment 
adopted within them. By ArTHuR von JaRuNTowsky. Translated 
by E. Ciirrorp Beate, M.B. Pp. 48. London: The Rebman 
Publishing Company, Limited. [N.p.].—The largest and most 
important of the sanatoria for consumptives in Germany and 
Switzerland are here described. None claims absolute perfection, 
but if ‘‘it were possible to unite the situation, the surroundings, 
and above all, the Park of Goerbersdorf with the internal fittings 
of the Hohenhonnef Sanatorium, and the dietetic method 
employed at Falkenstein, then, for the first time, we should 
have a Sanatorium for Consumptives which would approach very 
near to the Ideal.” From an analysis of 6,000 cases emanating 
from Goerbersdorf and Falkenstein it appears that about 25 per 
cent. of the cases are reported as cures. But surely we have 
advanced somewhat since the time of Hippocrates, who first 
recommended suitable climatic conditions and good living. We 
cannot accept the dictum that “the treatment of Consumption 
with drugs has gone into utter bankruptcy.” Much is to be 
said in favour of sanatoria for consumptives, but why is it that 
drugs seem to be unknown in them? Surely a judicious com- 
bination of dietetic, climatic, and medicinal treatment is likely 
to give better results than either by itself. The translator 
observes that ‘‘no more suitable climate exists for Consumptives 
than that of a fine English Summer,” and much may yet be done 
towards the establishment of English sanatoria which may 
possess the most essential of the climatic requirements and 
conditions demanded by Brehmer and other pioneers of sana- 
torium treatment. 


The Climate of Bournemouth in relation to Disease, especially 
Phthisiss By A. Kinsey-Morcan, M.D. Pp. 51. Bristol: 
John Wright & Co. 1897.—The author of this little essay gives 
many good reasons why phthisical patients should resort to 
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Bournemouth. (1.) Dvyness of soil. Its situation on the middle 
eocene strata gives it a porous sandy soil, far removed from the 
underlying and impervious beds of London clay of the lower 
eocene. ‘‘On the east side of the town the sands extend to 
the river at Christchurch, and no clays whatever come within 
... fifty feet of the surface.” (2.) Purity of atv. This is added 
to by “ the beneficial inflence of the pine forests, which surround 
it, and of the groves of pine trees, with which it is interspersed.”’ 
(3.) Sanitary conditions. These are claimed to be in advance of 
those of many foreign health resorts. (4.) Meteorological conditions. 
The temperature from November to February is about two 
degrees higher than at Greenwich. The average number of 
hours of bright sunshine annually registered is 1570 as contrasted 
with 1365 at Kew; the longest possible period of sunshine on the 
1st of January in the principal Swiss health resorts is six hours 
and ten minutes, while at Bournemouth it is seven hours and 
fifty-three minutes. (5.) Morbific influences. Dr. Kinsey- Morgan 
says, ‘Direct infection may sometimes take place, but I 
may state that in Bournemouth I have never yet been able to 
substantiate this theory.” The conditions described give 
Bournemouth an especial capacity for improving debilitated 
constitutions generally, and pulmonary diseases in particular. 
Convalescents from lung trouble soon lose the vestiges of disease, 
bronchial vdl/es and delayed repair soon become things of the 


past. Here the invalid will find good hotels, every comfort, 
fresh scenes, and new associations. What more can he wish 
for, or where better can he get it? The book is well padded 
with illustrative cases, and we notice that drugs take a very 
secondary rank in Bournemouth treatment. 


Cornwall as a Winter Resort. Third Edition. Revised by 
E. Kirto. Pp. 23. Plymouth: W. Brendon & Son. 1896.— 
The recent boom of Falmouth by Sir Joseph Fayrer has directed 
the attention of the invalid in search of winter quarters to that 
part of the British Islands where the rhododendrons and 
camellias flower throughout the whole winter in the open air. 
The climatic conditions of the county are as agreeable to the 
healthy as they are a necessity to the weak and the bronchitic 
poitrinaive. They are well set forth in this pamphlet, which, in 
its present form, has been revised by the Superintendent of 
Falmouth Observatory and issued apparently as a pleasing 
advertisement of the Great Western Railway Company. 


Guy's Hospital Reports. Vol. LII. London: J. & A. 
Churchill. 1896.—The principal article in this volume is an 
obituary notice of Arthur Edward Durham, by Mr. Jacobson, 
who writes with the enthusiasm of an old friend and pupil a 
most appreciative article on this distinguished surgeon of Guy’s 
Hospital. Mr. Jacobson’s writing is adorned with much literary 
grace and polish; and this article will be read with delight by 
the many old students of Guy’s, who look back with the happiest 
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recollections to the kindly though erratic genius of Arthur 
Durham, whose portrait forms the frontispiece to the volume. 
Among the other contents of the present issue are a paper on 
‘‘ Hallux Flexus, Claw Toe, and Pes Cavus,” by Mr. N. Davies- 
Colley ; ‘‘ Cases of Cirrhosis of the Liver in Children, with some 
Remarks on Cirrhosis,” by Dr. Frederick Taylor; anda paper 
on ‘* Laceration of the Female Perinzum, its Varieties, Mech- 
anism of Causation, and Treatment,” by Dr. Thos. G. Stevens. 


Transactions of the Association of American Physicians. 
Vol. XI. Philadelphia: Printed for the Association. 1896.— 
This volume, of nearly five hundred pages, contains papers from 
the leaders of the profession in America. The Association, 
‘‘being the scientific representative of internal medicine in 
America, ought to be recognized all over the Union as the 
scientific lawgiver.” (Dr. A. Jacobi.) What the New York 
Academy of Medicine is calculated to become for New York 
city this Association ought to be for the Union, and beyond it, 
through the scientific labours of its members. The Association 
sets a high aim before itself, and we are bound to admit that the 
papers read fully justify the standard. Amongst the subjects 
discussed are the following: leukomain-poisoning, diphtheria 
antitoxin, parasitic chyluria, prevalence and fatality of pneu- 
monia, cesophageal hemorrhage, subphrenic abscess, terminal 
infections, virulence of diphtheria bacilli, prognosis in pneumonia, 


mescal buttons, actinomycosis, pathogenic spirilla, and X-rays. 
It will be seen that the book is more suitable for study than for 
review. 


Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of 
Alabama. The State Board of Health. Montgomery: Brown 
Printing Co. 1896.—On looking through the statistics in the 
various parts of the book, we are amazed at the frightful 
death-rates at some of the convict establishments: in 1895 
at Coalburg the death-rate was 102 per 1000, and at Pratt 
Mines it was 105 per 1000; it is certainly to be hoped that 
before this a very marked improvement has taken place. There 
is a most excellent suggestion in the annual message of the 
President, and one that would work well in this country; it is 
with regard to the question of insanity in murder cases: the 
President suggests that a board of three or five of the most 
competent physicians in the State should be appointed by the 
State, and that they should decide the question of sanity in any 
case where that question came up. The volume is well printed 
and contains a large quantity of useful information; but too 
much space is given to the Roll of the County Societies, which 
form the State Association, and that which is styled an ‘“ Index”’ 
should be called a ‘“‘ Table of Contents.” 


Transactions of the New Hampshire Medical Society. 
Concord: The Republican Press Association. 1896.—This 
interesting volume contains a complete account of the pro- 
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ceedings at the one hundred and fifth anniversary of this Society, 
which is one of the oldest in the world, and now contains 
nearly 300 members. An unusual custom, and one which, 
in our opinion, might sometimes with advantage be copied in 
kindred meetings, is the reporting of the amusing after-dinner 
speeches, or ‘‘post-prandial exercises” as they are ‘called, at the 
annual dinner. ‘If we know we are to be reported, we will be 
more apt to array our words in their Sunday clothes; will be 
more choice in our language,” says the chairman at the dinner, 
Dr. A. Noel Smith. In another speech a witty parson, who 
had consulted his cyclopedia, traces the evolution of specialism 
from the prehistoric times when the powers of the lawyer, 
the priest, and the physician were vested in one individual. 
The book contains the president’s address, and reports on 
medicine, surgery, variola, medical legislation, and other sub- 
jects, with the remarks in extenso of those members who spoke. 
The discussion that followed Dr. John W. Staples’s communi- 
cation on physical exercises and athletics is well worth reading. 
Dr. Staples ably advocates the great advantage that accrues to 
the individual, physically, mentally, and morally, from athletic 
exercises. He believes the proper expansion of the lung, that 
these exercises and the training for them necessitates, is to a 
great extent a safeguard against inflammatory changes, and 
therefore against the development of tuberculosis. Both in 
boys and girls there has been a better physical development 
during the past decade, and this is due to the greater prominence 
that has been given in schools to games and athletic contests. 
A few subsequent speakers were inclined to the opinion that 
athletics may be and often are overdone, and many different 
opinions were expressed as to the relative value of gymnastics, 
games, and bicycling, one speaker holding that the latter exercise 
is very beneficial even in cases of diseased heart, provided 
that the learning to ride and that the practice of riding is 
gradual. We are inclined to agree that bicycling is one of the 
healthiest pastimes, especially as the amount of effort necessary 
is almost entirely under the control of the individual rider. 
Other papers in the book are well worth study. 


Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association. 
Charleston: Walker, Evans and Cogswell Co. 1896.—To read 
the papers published in this volume is to become convinced that 
the practitioners of South Carolina are well abreast of the 
times. Typographical errors however are not uncommon, and 
much of the phraseology is “loose,” giving one the impression 
that the book was printed without sufficient supervision. 


Transactions of the Medical Society of London. Vol. XIX. 
London: Harrisonand Sons, 1896.—One hundred and forty pages 
in this volume are occupied by Mr. Watson Cheyne’s very valu- 
able Lettsomian lectures on the objects and limits of operations 
for cancer, which, in their reprinted form, have been already 


% 
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reviewed in this Journal. The volume also contains many 
interesting records of abdominal surgery, particularly of cases of 
enterectomy for malignant growth; and the papers on extra- 
uterine gestation, together with a full account of the discussion 
which followed, provide much instructive reading. The diagnosis 
and treatment of early cancer and cysts in the breast have been 
ably discussed by Mr. Bryant. An interesting paper by Mr. 
Edmund Owen, on Cleft Palate, called forth a valuable discussion 
on the subject, which is reported at length. Mr. Lockwood 
contributes an important paper on the Operation for Radical 
Cure of Hydrocele by Excision of the Sac. There are many 
other important contributions in this volume, which is almost 
entirely a record of surgical work, and is, perhaps, some evidence 
of the present trend of practice which seems likely to result in 
our finding every portion of the body invaded by the operator, 
whose appetite for conquest has been made keener by the 
revelations of the X rays. 


Reports and Papers of the American Public Health Association. 
Vol. XXI. Concord: Republican Press Association. 1896.— 
This handsome volume, of over 400 pages, contains an immense 
variety of material on subjects of interest in almost every branch 
of public health. There is much value in the opportunity for 
comparison between modes of thought and action in other 


countries and our own; and the present volume may be con- 
sulted with not only interest but profit. 


Transactions of the Epidemiological Society of London. 
Vol. XV. London: Shaw and Sons. 1896.—We notice as of 
special local interest Dr. Dowson’s paper on ‘“ Diphtheria in 
Older and Newer Bristol,” and this obscure disease receives 
further consideration in Dr. Goodall’s ‘ Post-Scarlatinal Diph- 
theria in the Hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board,” 
and in Dr. Geo. Reid’s “Infectious Sore-Throat and Diph- 
theria.”” The interesting and important question of ‘‘ return” 
cases of scarlatina is adequately dealt with in a paper by the 
late Mr. T. W. Thompson, of whom the later pages of the 
volume contain an appreciative ‘‘In Memoriam.” The other 
articles fully maintain the valuable character of the Society’s 
Transactions. 


The Edinburgh Medical Journal. New Series. Vol. I. 
Edinburgh: Young J. Pentland. 1897.—This, the first of the 
new series, forms a handsome volume of nearly seven hundred 
well-printed pages, on a variety of interesting topics. Dr. 
George Buchanan’s retrospect of fifty years’ experience of 
anzsthesia—first as student; next, assistant; and then, hospital 
surgeon—is a fitting commencement to a volume published in 
this great Jubilee year. We offer our congratulations to Dr. 
Gibson on the visible success of his editorial work, and to the 
publisher on the attractive appearance of the volume. 


2I 
Vout. XV. No. 57. 
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Formulaire des Médicaments Nouveaux. Par H. BocourLton- 
Limousin. 7° édition. Paris: J.-B. Bailliére et Fils. 1896. 
Avec Supplément pour 1897.—An interesting and useful 
account of many drugs is given in this book of 338 pages. A 
large number of these preparations have yet to make their 
reputation ; they may be an improvement on their predecessors, 
but of many it is safe to predict that they will soon be replaced 
by new ones or rejected for old ones. The newest is not always 
the best. Dr. Huchard, who writes an introduction to the book, 
says: ‘‘Il est non seulement utile, mais indispensable, a la fois 
aux chercheurs, aux praticiens et aux éléves.” 


Burdett’s Hospitals and Charities. By Henry C. Burpetr. 
London: The Scientific Press (Limited.) 1897.—We have on 
previous occasions expressed a favourable opinion of this useful 
annual, and the volume for this year does not fall below previous 
issues in value and interest. The mass of statistics contained 
prevents any criticism beyond a general one; though there is 
the usual opening chapter of comment, expressing the opinions 
of H. C. Burdett. There is the proper amount of Jubilee 
notice, and some sanguine expressions of hope about the 
Prince of Wales’s Fund which do not appear likely to be 
realised. We may take this opportunity of congratulating Sir 
Henry on his K.C.B., which we think he thoroughly deserves 
for the indefatigable zeal and interest he has shown on behalf 
of the hospitals of the world. ‘‘ Dr.” Barnardo comes in for his 
annual wigging, but there is less than usual about the Radcliffe 
Infirmary. 


Year-Book of the Scientific and Learned Societies of Great 
Britain and Ireland. London: Charles Griffin and Company, 
Limited. 1897.—The information given in this book is useful, 
and so far as our local Society is concerned is fairly correct ; but 
we do not like the capricious insertion and omission of the 
initials of Christian names. We must repeat that its value as 
a work of reference would be increased if the index included the 
titles of papers and the names of authors of such papers. 


Wotes on Preparations for the Sick. 


Tannalbin-Knoll.—B. Kuun, London.—This is an albuminate 
of tannin; it is a pale yellow powder, tasteless, which resists the 
action of gastric juice, but decomposes slowly in the intestine. 
A dose of one gramme, three or four times a day, has been of 
use in cases of diarrhcea. 
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Tabloids: Ox Bile, gr. iv.; Salivary Gland Substance, er. v.; 
Liver Substance, gr. v.; Kidney Substance, gr. v.; Fallopian 
Tube Substance, gr. v.; Spinal Cord Substance, gr. iiss.; Cervical 
Lymphatic Gland Substance, gr. iij.; Pineal Gland, gr. j.— 
Burroucus, WELLCOME & Co., London.—Many other glands and 
organic substances are laid under contribution by this firm to 
supply them with tabloids. It appears to be assumed that every 
tissue and organ of the body furnishes an internal secretion which 
exercises an important influence upon the process of metabolism, 
and hence it is inferred that small doses of those tissues and 
organs given in the form of a tabloid made up of the dried 
substance of the tissues or organ, containing therefore the 
substance itself of the gland or tissue, and having within it all 
the active constituents of the tissue concerned, must be of value 
in the treatment of many diseases. 

Of the uses of the thyroid in myxcedema, and of the uses of 
blood serum as an antitoxin in diphtheria, we need no longer 
have any hesitation or doubt; but when it is assumed that 
because of the results in those two instances we may infer like 
results from many other organic bodies, we have yet to ask for 
the evidence in favour of their utility. 

We cannot but suspect that in the case of many of these sub- 
stances the mystic and the mythical are being allowed to serve 
for evidence. Surely in the theories underlying the administra- 
tion of these substances we have dreams of a wilder character 
than any of those which have been imputed to Hahnemann. 


Pure Cod Liver Oil.—PrtTeR Mé.LLeR, London.—By many 
people the mere suggestion of cod liver oil is at once 
declined with something resembling disgust, and no wonder 
when the patient has been deluged with the stronger and much 
flavoured as well as malodorous varieties of the oil of the 
Gadus Morrhua, charged with decomposition products of 
albumen which are derived from the putrefaction of liver tissues 
and by the oxidation of free fatty acids. 

By Peter Méller’s method the livers are used while fresh, 
and the oil is extracted by steam, every stage of the manufacture 
being conducted under an atmosphere of carbonic acid gas. 
The product is colourless, odourless, and tasteless, and is free 
from the decomposition products of both albumens and fats. 
Ninety-six per cent. of this oil consists of glycerides, peculiar 
to cod liver oil: they are the so-called ‘active principle,” 
which are extracted “pure and simple,’ and have to be pro- 
tected from their special liability to oxidation. It is interesting 
and important to know that any other “active principles” are 
impurities with which the oil has been contaminated by the 
putrefaction of the liver and the subsequent oxidation of the 
extract: these are mostly ptomaines, and are more or less 
powerful poisons. (See Cod Liver Oil and Chemistry, which we 
reviewed in September, 1895.) 
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Trommer’s Extract of Malt with Cod Liver Oil. Trommer’s 
Extract of Malt with Hypophosphites—Tue TromMerR ExtTRACT 
oF Matt Company, Fremont, Ohio.—Messrs. Francis Newbery 
and Sons have sent us samples of these preparations which 
have obtained a considerable degree of popularity. Experiment 
shews that they have a high degree of diastasic activity, and 
they are as palatable as such sticky preparations can be made. 


Keros.—BovuiLton Fieet Limitep, London.—There seems 
to be no end to the varieties of fluid beef. This is a viscid fluid, 
which after it is diluted to 1 in 10 shows a specific gravity of 
1040. The analysis of Dr. A. B. Griffiths, F.C.S., gives the 
following results :— 


Moisture ... 4... .:. 55:00 Albumen ... ... 26.24 
PIPING ss. 400 600" 40106 Salts... ss eee EO 


The fluid gives an abundant precipitation with heat and 
nitric acid; also with picric acid it amounts to 1 per cent. after 
diluting to 1 in 10. It contains much hemoglobin, and under 
the microscope shews a considerable quantity of starch granules 
distorted by heat, which appear to be from either wheat or 
barley, probably the latter. Why should this be? It is a 


highly nutritive fluid, and is more palatable than most meat 
extracts; but the starch does not appear in the analysis, and 
its presence in quantity perhaps accounts for the apparent over 
estimate of the amount of albuminous matter and fibrine. 


Liebig’s Extract of Meat and Malt Wine—Srepuen SMITH 
AND Co., London.—The Lancet analysis shows: Alcohol, 12.62 
per cent.; extractives, 12.84 per cent.; mineral matter, 0.77 per 
cent. Of the extractives it was found that 1.22 parts consisted 
of nitrogenous principles. It is a pleasant fluid to drink, and 
must have a considerable value as a stimulant, as well as a 
minor degree of tissue-building nutrient utility. 


LL Whisky.—Kinanan & Co., Dublin.—In order to secure 
a permanent supply, his Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
in the year 1807 ordered that the whole of a large vat contain- 
ing the spirit should be reserved for his use. The letters 
«],L, Lord Lieutenant, with coronet over, were forthwith 
painted on the va. and this particular description of spirit has 
ever since been known under the above designation. It is of 
one uniform quality, and is bottled exclusively by Messrs. 
Kinahan & Co. The spirit has an excellent flavour and 
aroma, it contains practically no extractives, and its acidity 
is almost mil. 
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Metal Aseptic Hypodermic Syringe.—Down Bros., London.— 
The advantage of having in a hypodermic syringe a piston rod 
made of some permanent material which is not lable to get out 
of order, and is also capable of sterilisation by boiling, is at 
once apparent. In this syringe a metal barrel is substituted for 
the usual one of glass, which admits of being ground accurately 


















































inside to fit the piston rod, and works with perfect smoothness 
when lubricated with vaseline. An additional advantage in the 
metal barrel is that it is not liable to breakage, and that it can 
be boiled without fear of detaching the mounts. The syringe is 
supplied with either steel or platinum iridium needles, and*put 
up in a neat metal case. 


The Library of the 
Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Society. 


The following donations have been received since the publication 
of the list in June: 
August 31st, 1897. 


Columbian University (1)  ...  ... .. .. «.. I volume. 
Detroit Public Library (2) ... ... ... ... ... 18 volumes. 
ee eee ie te See +s 

Pathological Society of London (4) a 


Royal Medical and eee sai of Lon- 
Gon (5) esc ase .- 8 volumes. 


Smithsonian saietinn (6) vee) Van oe nae eee IP gy 
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Reprints have been received from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, and unbound periodicals from the Detroit Public 
Library. Mr. L. M. Griffiths, Dr. E. Markham Skerritt, and 
Mrs. Greig Smith have each presented a framed picture. 


TWENTY-FIFTH LIST OF BOOKS. 


The titles of books mentioned in previous lists are not repeated. 


The figures in brackets refer to the figures after the names of the donors, 
and show by whom the volumes were presented. The books to which no 
such figures are attached have either been bought from the Library Fund 
or received through the Fournal. 


Adams, W. ... Subcutaneous Suvgery ss. ses sve cee vee wee (6) «1877 
Allbutt, T. C. (Ed J | Al Systomeof Medicine. Nol. TH ccc css see ccs ee, “T8OF 
Allen, HH. ... ... A Clinical Study of the Skull... ... ... .. «+. (6) 1890 
Ball, J.8. .... ... Diseases of the Nose and Pharynx... ... ... 3rd Ed. 1897 
Bell, B.... ... .... A System of Surgery. 7th Ed., Vols.II.,1V.--VII. (3) 1801 
Binz, C. wes cee Lectures on Pharmacology. Vol. II. (Tr. from 2nd 
German Edition by P. W. Latham) ... ... 1897 
Bolton, H.C. ... A Select Bibliography of Chemistry, 1492-1892 ... (6) 1893 
Bramwell, B. ... Diseases of the Spinal Cord ... ... «.. «. 3td Ed. 1895 
% Atlas of Clinical Medicine. Vol. III.... ... ... « 1896 
Brown-Sequard, c. E. Dual Character of the Brain... ... «2.0 ee (6) 1877 
Bronton,(T.ks;. .... The Action of Medicines i sen ce oss ace eee oe “BOF 
Clark, A. C. .. Mental Diseases ... « Ses eek Seay ROOT 
Da Costa, J. M. .... On Strain and Over-z ‘ditton of the a ass. see CO) - BBRe 
Dean, J. ees vee The Gray Substance of the Medulla Oblongata and 
TVADPEUHR ces goa: eas Jase) ase faa ae (OP ARGS 
Dowse, T. S. ... The Pocket Therapist... i Mme See Ga oe 
Erskine, J. .... .... A Plea for a State Medical Reet ee ee” 
Giles, J. B. Sutton and A. E. Diseases of Women jase ee? es, Tay, ee 
Haig, A. ... .... Uric Acid in Causation of Disease.. ... ... 3rd Ed. 1896 
Harbitz, F..... .... Om Endokardit ee, “BAR MIG ieee Ses’ eed: Coben idea Ge 
Hedley, W.8. ... Pvractical Muscle Testing... ... .0. ss0 soo coe so 1897 
Hewer, Mrs. Langton. Our Baby... ... 10. 0 wee vee eee eee Sth Ed. 1897 
Holthouse, E. ... Convergent Strabismus ... 1... 10 eee see tee wee =: 1897 
Isle of Man, The—Official Guide aoe . [N.D.] 
Jewett, C.C. ... Notices of Public Liveria in the United States of 
America... ... war (evs, (OY SOG2 
On the Constr walton of Catal gues si dealis (6) 2ndEd. 1853 
Kanthack, H. D. Rolleston and A. A. Practical Morbid Anatomy ... ... 1894 
Keen, W. W. ... Surgical Complications and Sequels of Fevers ose (G) 3879 
Lewis, P. G. ... Spinal Curvatures ... .. 1897 
McAdie, A.... .... Equipment and Work of an Anes Physical Obeoreatony (6) 1897 
Mitchell and G. R. Morehouse, 8. W. Anatomy and Physiology of Respira- 
tion in the Chelonia ... . » ese soe (6) BBGZ 
Moor, T. H. Pearmainand C.G. The Analysis of Food per 'aeat Part I. 1897 
Morehouse, 8. W. Mitchell and G.R. Anatomy and Physiology of Respira- 
tion in the Chelonia ==... 000 000 ose coe (6) 2863 
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Morgan, L. H. ... Circular in Reference to the Degrees of Relationship 
among Different Nations... ... .. « (6) 

Moure, E.J. ... De l’Ouverture large de la Caisse et de ses Annexes 

Muir and J. Ritchie, R. Manual of Bacteriology... ... 0 sce cee cee nee 

Owen, E.... .... The Surgical Diseases of Childven... ... ... 3rd Ed. 

Pearmain and C. G. Moor, T. H. The Analysis of Food and Drugs. Part I. 

Ranney, A. L. ... Eye-Stvain in Health and Disease... 

Reynolds, 8. H. .... The Vertebrate Skeleton ... 

Rhees, W.J.  .... Catalogue and Index of the Publications of the ‘Smith- 
sonian Institution, (1846-1882) ... ... ... (6) 

Ritchie, R. Muirand J. Manual of Bacteriology... ... 

Robson, A. W. M. Diseases of the Gall-Bladder wl Bile- Siok. 

Rolleston and A. A. Kanthack, H. D. Practical Morbid ynen 

Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, Catalogue of the Library of the. 


2g1 


1860 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 


1882 
1897 
1897 
1894 


SupplementsI.—VIII. ... ... ... (5) 1880-96 


Sergi,G. ... .... The Varieties of the Human Species... ... «0+ (6) 
Shakespeare, E.0. Reparatory Inflammation in Arteries ... ... ... (6) 
Sion College Library, London, Order of Classification of ... ... ... 2nd Ed. 
Smith, W. R. .... The Laboratory Text-Book of Public Health ‘ 
Smithsonian Institution, Catalogue of Publications of Societies and of Periodical 
: Works belonging to the... ... 1. see vee (6) 
Sutton and A. E, Giles, J. B. Diseases of Women Sis, ~ ied cacen aes 
Turner, D. .... .... Practical Medical Electricity ... ... ... ... 2nd Ed. 
Walsh, D. ... .... Excretory Irritation.. 


Waring, Jr., G. E. Sanitary Drainage of Weshingien: City ian aay 
Wilson, E.M. ... Notes on Malaria ec) eas Mea Vane nase 
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Local Medical Wotes. 


BRISTOL. 


HEALTH ReEport.—We give below a #frécis of the report of the 
Medical Officer of Health, and can congratulate the city on the healthy 
condition of the inhabitants during the year 1896. 

The population of the city is now calculated to be 230,623; but, as 
pointed out in previous reports, this does not really represent the figures 
for Bristol: the present year will show a great increase, consequent 
on the enlargement of the boundaries. Under the head of sewerage, 
some remarks on the state of the Avon do not come amiss. It appears 
that, owing to complaints made in the summer, a sub-committee enquired 
exhaustively into the question of the disposal of the sewage; but we 
are not told what were the conclusions arrived at, or what, if any, 
scheme was proposed for the allaying of the nuisance, which, if not 
detrimental to health, is offensive to the senses. There is no doubt 
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that, with a population increasing at the present rate, some means must 
be found for disposing of the sewage other than the present; but if 
the inhabitants require it, they must be prepared to meet the cost, 
which cannot be a small one. 

The two new isolation hospitals are making progress, and when com- 
pleted will raise the available accommodation to 208 beds. Dr. Davies 
points out that the city will be adequately provided when it has 230 
beds, but with the increased size of the city the number required will 
be considerably more. 

The vital statistics show a decrease in the birth-rate, but we hope 
with the increased marriage-rate of 1896 this may be remedied before 
the next report is issued. The morality of Bristol appears to be im- 
proving, to judge from the decrease in illegitimate births. The death- 
rate has decreased from 18.08 in 1895 to 16.84 in 1896, while the infant 
mortality-vate, always a heavy item, has decreased from 141.19 to 135.9. 
These facts are very satisfactory. Last year we congratulated 302 
persons on being alive when they should have been dead; this year we 
have to do the same to 455 persons, who, according to the averages, 
should no longer be with us. The increased number of deaths from 
cancer and diseases of the circulatory system is maintained; but the 
figures are more satisfactory than those of last year, while the decrease 
in diseases of the respiratory system is more favourable. The increase 
in deaths from diphtheria, unfortunately, is maintained, but the 
statistics, on the whole, show that a very considerable saving of life 
has been effected when compared with the returns of 1895 or of the 
preceding decennium. 

The vaccination statistics are, as usual, for the year previous to the 
report. In 1895 the percentage of successful vaccinations in the Bristol 
Union was 73.06 (an increase of 1.57), which compares favourably 
with the percentage for England and Wales (72.3). A new feature in 
the Report isa report from the Stapleton Workhouse, which during the 
year was furnished with a resident medical officer. From this may be 
gathered an instructive lesson. A case of small-pox occurred ina ward 
containing go persons, and the medical officer vaccinated the remaining 
8g, except one “ old man” of 58 who refused, and took the disease in 
the confluent form. In all, the medical officer vaccinated 496 persons 
with 4 failures and 2 unknown results, so that the disease was confined 
to 4 persons. In the Barton Regis Union the percentage of successful 
vaccinations was 69.6,—an increase on 1894 when it was 68.6, but not so 
high as 1893 when it was 72.0. 

The fatal cases of diarrhea were 106, as against 143 in 1895. 

There were 38 fatal cases of diphtheria against 34 in 1895; but, 
the case-mortality shows a decrease. 

Cases. Deaths. Case-mortality. 
1&96 e 258 38 14.7. 
1895 - 165 34 20.6. 
1894 née 118 50 39.0. 


Does this mean a less virulent disease or the result of antitoxin ? 

We notice that there are still a considerable number of cases notified 
as diphtheria or membranous croup in which the diagnosis is not 
confirmed by bacteriological examination. In the laboratory 160 notified 
cases and 4o unnotified ones were examined with a positive result in 
83 cases, a very low percentage. Some curious instances are given in 
which the examination failed to show the bacillus in what appeared to 
be undoubted cases from the clinical features. 

For fourteen months, from July 9, 1894, the city was free from small- 
pox, when on Sept. 16, 1895, a case appeared at the Long Ashton 
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Workhouse. Three subsequently were found at Barton Regis Work- 
house and others in the Stapleton district, while two more occurred 
in December. During the year 1896 36 cases occurred in the city, 
26 of which were clearly traced to infection from Gloucester. To show 
how energetic are the means taken to combat the spread of the disease, 
it is only necessary to mention that over 3,000 visits were paid to the 
common lodging-houses during the first six months of the yéar. A 
short note is added on the Gloucester epidemic, showing that of 789 
unvaccinated persons 313 died, or 1 in every 3 attacked; while of the 
vaccinated 1,208 only 113, or less than 1 in 10. 

The number of cases of scarlet fever increased from 562 in 1895 to 
1,352 in 1896; and it is hoped that with the further hospital accommo- 
dation this number will be reduced in future. Enteric fever claimed 
more cases, but the mortality was lower; while typhus was again con- 
picuous by its absence. The deaths from measles were 143, an increase 
on 1895; from whooping-cough, 64; and from phthisis, 320. 

Comparing Bristol with other large towns, it must be admitted that 
the city comes out very well, but for actual figures we must refer our 
readers to the Report. 

Part II. consists of the report of the Chief Inspector of Nuisances, 
admirable as evidence of the work done, and showing how the old 
abominations of our ancestors are being cleared away by the present 
generation. 

The meteorological report by Mr. Rintoul as usual concludes the 
Report. The chief peculiarities of the year were the warm months of 
April, May, June, and July, and the slightly deficient rainfall. The 
hottest day of the year was June 15, when the thermometer reached 
84.2°. 


In the Port Sanitary District Report we learn how energetically 
means are taken to prevent the introduction of disease, and par- 
ticularly cholera, by the ships visiting our ports. We regret to see 
that the deputation to the Chancellor of the Exchequer failed to 
obtain any assistance from the Imperial funds towards the expenses 
incurred under the Special Cholera Regulations. It certainly does not 
appear to be just that the citizens of the ports of Great Britain should 
bear the whole expense of what is done for the protection of the 
kingdom generally, and we hope that the permanent officials of the 
Local Government Board will on a future occasion advise the 
Chancellor differently. Though there was no cholera scare in 1896 
the precautions have never been relaxed, and in all ships bound from 
certain scheduled ports the authorities have been on the look-out for 
cholera, yellow fever, and plague. To give some idea of the amount 
of work done by the inspectors, we may say that 1,675 ships were 
inspected in detail, of which 292 had one or more sanitary defects. 

The steam launch Luath seems to be often in trouble. 


University CoLLece.—The following students have recently passed 
examinations : 


University of London. — Intermediate Examination—R. G. 
Johnson; Physiology only—P. G. Stock. 


Examining Board in England by the Royal Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons.—First Examination. Part I. Chemistry and 
Physicc—W. B. Barnes, J. A. Bartlett; Part II. Practical 
Pharmacy—E. V. Foss, R. H. N. Rutherford; Part III. 
Elementary Biology—K. H. Beverley, T. S. Davies, E. J. 
Dermott, F. W. Morgan. Second Examination. Anatomy and 
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Physiology—S. J. Willcox; Anatomy only—J. E. Jones, S. M. 
Dowling. 


Army Medical Staff—-W. P. Gwynn. 


At Netley, in July, Mr. H. L. W. Norrington’s combined 
marks secured him the ninth place on the list. 


BristoL RoyaL INFIRMARY.—G. Munro Smith, M.R.C.S. Eng., 
Assistant-Surgeon, has been appointed Surgeon. TT. Carwardine, 
M.S., M.B. London, F.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed Assistant- 
Surgeon. J. O. Symes, M.D. Lond., D.P.H., has been appointed 
Honorary Bacteriologist. Harold F. Mole, F.R.C.S. Eng., House- 
Physician, has been appointed House-Surgeon. E. H. E. Stack, 
M.B., B.C. Cantab., F.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed House- 
Physician. 


GreEIG SMITH MEMoRIAL.—It was only right and proper that some 
sort of memorial should be made of the eminent surgeon whose early 
decease we had to record in our last number, but it has been found a 
more difficult thing to decide what form the memorial should take 
than to collect the necessary funds. The idea of doing something 
originated, as perhaps is not unnatural, among the friends who were 
associated with him at the Royal Infirmary, and at their instigation a 
Committee was formed to take the matter in hand. The circular sent 
out early in August has resulted in a not inconsiderable sum being 
promised. After the death of Greig Smith a mask was taken of his 
features, and from this, with other aids, it is hoped to produce a 
satisfactory bust, from which a bronze can be cast and placed perhaps 
in some well-known building in the city. With the balance of the 


money it is proposed to renovate the operating theatre at the Royal 
Infirmary, and so make it more in accordance with the present day 
ideas of what such a room should be. The Committee inclined to this 
proposal because it was well known that Greig Smith had the matter very 
much at heart. Possibly some memorial such as a medallion may be 
placed in the theatre. 


SCRAPS 


PICKED UP BY THE ASSISTANT-EDITOR. 


Clinical Records (20).—A hedge doctor (a quack) in Ireland was being 
examined at an inquest on his treatment of a patient who had died. “I gave 
him ipecacuanha,” he said. ‘‘ You might just as well have given him the 
aurora borealis,’ said the Coroner. ‘‘ Indade, yer honor, and that’s just what 
I should have given him next, if he hadn't died.’"—St. Thomas’s Hospital 
Gazette. 


Mr. Hall Caine on Medical Matters.—In Mr. Hall Caine’s last novel, ‘‘ The 
Christian,’’ some comical perversions of medical knowledge occur. For example, 
the weak-minded but beautiful Polly Love is killed off by a dose of ‘half a 
grain of liquor strychnine.’ This is, perhaps, not quite in accordance with 
modern pharmacology, but Mr. Caine unfortunately omits to mention any- 
thing about the chemist who weighed out the half grain of the liquid poison. 
In a medico-legal matter, again, Mr. Caine has established a record, and it is 
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evident that we are quite wrong as to the definition of a still-born child, if 
this record is to be maintained. In ‘‘ The Christian” the author describes a 
still-born child as ‘‘one that has breathed but never cried.’—Medical Press 
and Circular. 


Longevity of Physicians.—One of the most curious statistical records that 
has been compiled this century is that by Dr. Salzmann, of Essling, Wurtem- 
burg, on the average duration of life among physicians. He found, in going 
over the ancient records of the kingdom, that in the sixteenth century the 
average duration of life among the class was 36.5 years; in the seventeenth 
century, 45.8; in the eighteenth, 49.8, and at the present time they reach the 
favourable average of 56.7. It appears from the foot-notes to the above that 
this very great increase in longevity is due to the disappearance of the ‘‘ black 
pest,’’ the introduction of vaccination, and the great diminution in the number 
of typhus epidemics, three classes of diseases which formerly decimated the 
medical practitioners.—Church Family Newspaper. 


Medical Missions.—<As the Indian Frontier is now much in our minds, it is 
of special interest to read in the last Report of the Church Missionary Society, 
in a note on the recent death of the Rev. John Williams, the native pastor 
and medical missionary of Tank, that by his gentle and winning manners, his 
kindness to the people, and his medical skill, he won his w ay among the Waziri 
clans, and he was probably the only Christian man in India who could in 
those days travel unarmed, and without any escort, uninjured throughout the 
length and breadth of that mountainous country of wild Mohammedans. 
The Government repeatedly bore witness to the influence which John Williams 
had gained over these wild tribes, and to the political advantages which they 
had received through his means. When the Waziris attacked and burnt Tank 
in 1879, they placed a sentry of their own over the Christian hospital, and 
over the house of their Christian friend and teacher, from whom they had 
often heard of the Gospel of Christ, and thus ensured his safety in perilous 
times, 


, 

Le Cholera en 1831.—On relira peut-étre avec intérét, en tous cas certaine- 
ment avec un souvenir ému, les beaux vers que le célébre et courageux 
Barthélemy, le journaliste-poéte, consacrait au choléra morbus dans son 
inimitable journal en vers, Némésis, le 28 aout, 1831. 


Ou va-t-il ce géant que le monde redoute ? 
Qui connait le secret de sa carte de route ? 
Errera-t-il longtemps sur les cercles germains ? 
Oterreur! Dece globe il sait tous les chemins! 
.... Nésur le sol heureux qu’embaume l'aromate 
Il s’ébat volontiers, dans ses horribles jeux, 
Au bord des lacs infects et des marais fangeux. 

. Le choléra jaloux, dans son brilant passage, 
D' une teinte verdatre empreint son frais visage, 
Il glace ses pieds nus, brile ses intestins, 

Suspend des longs baisers la nocturne harmonie, 
Et change un cri d'amour en rale d’agonie! 


Relisant l’ceuvre du fécond écrivain, nous n’avons pu résister au plaiser de 


recopier quelques vers du journal qui fit tant de bruit a l’époque de l’appa- 
rition du choléra en Europe.—Progrés médical. 


Medical Philology (XXIII).—The Catholicon gives ‘‘ Coriandre ; coriandrum."” 
Mr. Herrtage’s note says that ‘‘Alexander Neckham, De Naturis Rerum, p. 
476, assigns the following virtues to Coriander— 

‘Et triduana febris eget auxilio coriandri, 
Et gemini testes dum tumor ambit eos. 


Lumbricos pellit, tineas delet, sacer ignis, 
Quam pestem metuit Gallia, cedit et.’” 


Turner in 1551 says in his Herbal that “ Coriandre layd to wyth breade or 
barly mele is gZood for saynt Antonyes fyre’’ (i.e. erysipelas). 

The word comes to us through the Latin from the Greek kopiavvoy, which 
is said to be connected with képis, a bedbug, on account of the peculiar smell 
of the leaves. The presence of the d is an instance of the insertion of an 





SCRAPS. 297 


excrescent letter during the consonantal changes which have taken place in 
words. Skeat gives several native instances of d being excrescent after x 
(Primer of English Etymology, 1892, p. 94). Other forms of the word were 
cellendre and coliander, and its variants. In the 1382 Wyclif Bible in 
Exodus xvi. 31, is ‘‘coliaundre,’’ and in the 1388 version ‘coriandre.” 
Turner in 1538 speaks of ‘‘ coryander aut colander.” 


Medical Examinations.—The Post-Graduate, referring to an examination not 
for admission to the House Staff of a New York Post-Graduate Hospital, 
says that there were a few glaring exceptions to the general proficiency 
which are amusing if not instructive. One person made a classification 
“infectious, cutaneous, and subcutaneous diseases.’ Another described scabies 
as ‘‘A disease of the skin due to the presence of a small germicide.”’ Still 
another said, ‘‘ A person to be vaccinated has the epidermis or skin or epith- 
elium scraped from his body.”’ To the question, What is trachoma? was 
answered : 1st, ‘‘ Swelling of the tvachea, causing pressure.”’ 2nd, ‘‘ Trachoma 
is a parasite introduced into the human system through food, mainly flesh of 
hogs.”” 3rd, ‘‘ Trachoma is a severe disease of the eyeball, which may ter- 
minate in blindness.’’ To the question, What is the habitat of tinea tonsurans ? 
was answered, “ Habitat, small intestines, diagnosis is made by examination 
of the stools.’’ 2nd, ‘‘ Tinea tonsurans—constipation, restlessness, picking of 
the lips, convulsions—worm may be passed.’’ In tinea circinata another said, 
‘‘ They have itching of anus, scratching—anus red, and may be able to see 
the worm externally.’’ To the question, What is the habitat of each variety 


of pediculus? the answer was, ‘‘ Usually a person very lax in the care of his 
head and body.’ The following was the entire clinical history given of 
whooping-cough: ‘ Patient had diffused eyes, often blue rings around, when 
spasms are strong the patient whoops, has asthmatic attacks.” Here is an 
interesting specimen of natural philosophy in reply to a question about venti- 
lation: ‘ Fresh air is generally much cooler than foul air, and in consequence 


rushes through ventilators, windows, doors, etc., driving the warm air before 
Ht.” 


A Roman Doctor.—In the Sfectator of August 28th, 1897, A. C. has the 
following ‘‘ after Ausonius”’: 
Wise Arruns, asked ‘ How long will Caius live?” 
Replied, ‘‘ Three days the fatal sisters give ;” 
And Arruns knew the prophet’s art. But lo! 
Stronger than gods above or gods below, 
Euschemon comes; his healing arts he tries, 
And in a single day poor Caius dies. 


This, I imagine, must be a paraphrase of the 73rd Epigram, which in the 
Delphin Classics edition of 1730 is thus printed : 


Languenti Marco dixit Diodorus haruspex 
Ad vitam non plus sex superesse dies. 

Sed medicus divis fatisque potentior Alcon, 
Falsum convicit illico haruspicium. 

Tractavitque manum victuri, ni tetigisset. 
Illico nam Marco sex periére dies. 


This was not the only mark of attention which Alcon received from 
Ausonius, who in the next epigram writes: 
Alcon hesterno signum Jovis attigit. Ille, 
Quamvis marmoreus, vim patitur medici. 
Ecce hodie jussus transferri ex zde vetusta, 
Effertur: quamvis sit Deus, atque lapis. 
Perhaps some reader of the Fournal will kindly send me a Greek or English 
version of this. 

The lot of the doctor among the ancient Romans was not a very desirable 
one. The lampooning by smart and cheap epigrammatists was only a small 
portion of his trouble, for in addition to being domineered over by the 
haughty patrician, he was sometimes compelled to perform unnecessary opera- 
tions upon the slaves, and if a successful practitioner he even ran the risk of 
being poisoned by his envious rivals. 
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Obstetrics, Home and Foreign (4).—‘‘ From an ancient 4to. MS, formerly 
in the collection of Herbert, dated 1475, I transcribe the following charm, or 
more properly charect, to be bound to the thigh of a lying-in woman: ‘ For 
woman that travelyth of chylde, bynd thys wryt to her thye: In nomine 
Patris ff et Filii 9 et Spiritus Sancti ha Amen. »%& Per virtutem Domini 
sint medicina mei pia crux et passio Christi. }{. Vulnera quinque Domini 
sint medicina mei. }&. Sancta Maria peperit Christum. ]%. Sancta Anna 
peperit Mariam. }%. Sancta Elizabet peperit Johannem. \%. Sancta 
Cecilia peperit Remigium. »%. Arepo tenet opera rotas. \%. Christus 
vincit. ¥&. Christus regnat. %&. Christus dixit Lazare veni foras. M. 
Christus imperat. fh. Christus te vocat. a Munduste gaudet. by. Lex 
te desiderat. %& Deus ultionum Dominus. %. Deus preliorum Dominus 
libera famulam tuam N. > Dextra Domini fecit virtutem. a. g. la. 
Alpha 5% et ©. ¥&. Anna peperit Mariam, 5% Elizabet precursorem, oK 
Maria Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum, sine dolore et tristicia. O infans 
sive vivus sive mortuus exi foras 4 Christus te vocat ad lucem. ¥&. Agyos. 
ba 6Agyos. wh Agyos. He Christus vincit. %& Christus imperat. 
Christus regnat. »]& Sanctus \& Sanctus sf Sanctus Dominus Deus. oh 
Christus qui es, qui eras, }\ et qui venturus es. bf] Amen. bhurnon 5% 
blictaono &{ Christus Nazarenus 5h{ Rex Judeorum fili Dei 5 miserere mei 
Amen.’”’—Brand’s Popular Antiquities, ed. Bohn, 1849, vol. ii., pp. 67-8. 

I shall be glad to have an explanation of ‘‘ Arepo tenet opera rotas,’’ 
“a.g.l.a.,” ‘bhurnon,” ‘ blictaono.”’ 

‘The description of an Indian labor, as given me by Dr. McCoy from his 
experience at the Nisqually agency, will give an excellent idea of the assist- 
ance which is tendered the Indian woman in her confinement. ‘The mid- 
wives, of whom there are two in attendance, call upon the Great Spirit for 
help in a muttering tone, and in the same tones name over the parts immedi- 
ately connected with the parturient effort, and often all the joints and limbs 
of the body. By applying their hands to the abdominal walls they try to 
ascertain the position of the fetus in wfevo and usually to correct malpresen- 
tation. They use oil to anoint the parts, and just before the expulsion of the 
child give medicines to increase the pains.’'’—Engelmann’s Labor among 
Primitive Peoples, 1882, p. 133. 

Aphorisms (A long way after Hippocrates) : 

‘O Bios Bpaxds, ) TExvN waxph, 5 Kaipds dtbs, 
]) Teipa opadreph, 7 Kplows XaAeTnH. 

1. Life is short, the curriculum long; examiners treacherous, tips falla- 
cious; fees exorbitant, diplomas valueless, 

2. Of making many treatises there is no end, and a superfluity of lectures 
causeth ischial bursitis. 

3. Whoso seeketh appointments seeketh grief and heartburning, for the 
thyrsis-bearers* are many, but the inspired few. 

4. The art consists in three things—the disease, the patient, and the house- 
physician. 

5. He that would acquire a competent knowledge of medicine ought to be 
possessed of the following advantages :—Natural ability; competent in- 
structors; favourable conditions for study; early tuition; indomitable 
perseverance; ample capital. 

6. General practice is harasssing; specialism lucrative; midwifery 
laborious; life assurance responsible; hospital measures radical. 

7. Dentistry is golden; ophthalmology cleanly; throat-work sanguinary ; 
otology circumscribed; pessary practice debasing; hygiene elevating; clubs 
demoralising. 

8. Whoever would prosper in private practice must first master all these; 
must possess presence of mind, gentlemanly manners, true sympathy, an iron 
constitution, an even temper, a head for figures, knowledge of human nature, 
a devoted wife. 

9. The successful practitioner understands three things—the digestion of 
infants, the nervous organisation of women, the infirmities of age. 

* A term applied to the general body of worshippers in a Greek [Bacchic] temple. 
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to. The physician is a frequent worshipper in the temple of the dead, but 
the surgeon’s memory for mortal cases is ephemeral. 

11. The physician recognises the limits of his art, but the surgeon 
discredits himself by attempting the impossible. 

12. A scientific operation requires three conditions—accurate diagnosis, 
carefully-planned details, patient nursing. 

13. The most acute cases are those which are suitable for the surgical 
wards; the next most acute are suitable for the septic wards; after these 
come cases suitable for clinical; then those suitable for the medical wards; 
cases more chronic than these are cases suitable for another hospital; and if 
there be any others yet more chronic than these, they are eminently fitted 
for a parish infirmary.—Guy’s Hospital Gazette. 


Medical ‘‘ Bits of Old Bristol” (4).—So far back as 18 Edward III., 1344-5, 
the municipal authorities made some effort to prevent the spread of communi- 
cable disease. In that year the Commonalty of Bristol revised their ordi- 
nances and by-laws, which were codified by William de Colford, who was 
then Recorder. Barrett (Hist. of Bristol, p. 675) says: ‘‘ Amongst many 
regulations then made it was ordered that no leprous man stay within 
the precincts of the town, nor any common woman remain within its 
walls; and if such women be found residing there, then the doors and 
windows of the houses shall be unhung and carried by the serjeants of the 
mayor to the house of the constable of the ward, and there to be kept till the 
women be removed.—That no whore should ever appear in the streets, or 
even within the bars in St. James’s without their head covered (capite 
stragulato). 

“In the Journal for December, 1896, I gave some information about the 
local accommodation for lepers. Through the courtesy of Mr. Alfred E. 
Hudd, who has referred me to a very interesting paper by the Rev. C. S. 
Taylor in Part I. of Vol. III. of the Proceedings of the Clifton Antiquarian Club, 
I am able to add to the information I then gave about St. Laurence’s Hospital. 
In 1892 Mr. Taylor’s attention was called to a lease of a house in ‘‘ Weste 
strete,”” which in 1438 the Master or Warden of the Hospital granted to 
Thomas and Elena Palmer and their son William. Mr. Taylor cites William 
Wyrcestre’s description of the position of the Hospital. Wyrcestre says 
(Itineravium, ed. 1778, p. 210): ‘‘ Viz longitudo ab exteriori parte Laffordys- 
yate, continuando usque ad ecclesiam et domum ac hospitale pertinenti dictz 
ecclesiz, continet in longitudine in comitatu Gloucestriz incipiente, et versus 
viagium ad civitatem Londoniarum transeuncium per forestam de Kyngyswod, 
incipiente apud Laffordys-yate continet usque dictum hospitalem Sancti 
Laurencii per . . . fundatam, quamvis modo pertinet tempore Edwardi 
regis quarti collegio et ecclesiz de Westbery, 1200 gressus per W. Worcestre 
mensuratis.”’ 

Accepting Archdeacon Norris's estimate of Wyrcestre’s gressus as two 
feet, Mr. Taylor concludes that the hospital occupied a site ‘‘ rather nearer to 
Lawford’s Gate than the existing Church of St. Lawrence, and on the same 
side of the road,” and says ‘‘ there could not have been a better site than the 
one which Prince John chose for the home of the Bristol lepers. At a suffi- 
cient distance, about half-a-mile, from the City gate, yet not so far off that the 
citizens would forget the needs of their unhappy brethren; in the neighbour- 
hood of the forest of Kingswood, where there would be few inhabitants, and 
where the fresh wind from the forest would purify, as far as possible, the 
tainted precincts. There, in peace, the inmates would die their living death, 
knowing that at any rate all that could be done for them had been done.”” Mr. 
Taylor adds that ‘‘in a Map of Kingswood Forest which belongs to Mr. 
Chester Master, and which is dated 1610, the Hospital is represented on the 
North side of the road at about the point at which it is joined by Leadhouse 
Lane.”’ 

In their order about the common women the authorities may have been 
actuated by a desire to improve the public health as well as public appear- 
ances. There was nothing unusual in constituted authority concerning itself 
with such matters. The Stews in Southwark, a row of 18 houses set apart as 
brothels, were under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Winchester. Many 
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writers referred to this. Shakspere and Ben Jonson have indirect allusions to 
it (1 Henry VI., I. iii. 53; Troilus and Cressida, V. x. 55: An Execration upon 
Vulcan). In these passages they used the term employed to describe one of 
the physical evils resulting from a visit to the Stews, and which chronicled 
the episcopal connection with them. In Florio’s 1598 Italian and English 
Dictionary known as A Worlde of Wordes, we find ‘‘ Pannochia, a winchester 
goose, an impostume about the priuie members,” and ‘‘ Pudendagra, a disease about 
the priuie parts like a winchester goose.’ Cotgrave, in 1611, gives ‘‘A botch in 
the Groyne, or yard; a winchester goose,’’ as the equivalent of the French 
clapoiy, and he has much the same definition of poulain. Regulations for the 
management of these houses had been made by Parliament in 8 Henry II., 
1161-2. Amongst other things it was enacted that ‘‘ No Stew-holder should 
keep open his doors on the Holy-daies, or keep any in his house on those 
daies, or receive any man’s wife, or any woman of religion.’’ (Stow’s Survey 
of London, ed. 1633, pp. 448-9, and Fuller’s Church History, ed. 1655, pp. 240-1), 
When it was decreed that ‘‘ No Stew-holder [was] to keepe any woman, that hath 
the perillous infirmity of Burning,” it is clear that even in the twelfth century 
the guardians of the public health saw the necessity of something like a Con- 
tagious Diseases Act. An interesting dissertation on Burning or Brenning—an 
early term for gonorrhcea—appears in vol. xxx. of the Philosophical Trans- 
actions (Abridged edition, vol. vi., 368-73). The legalised existence of the 
Southwark houses was too much for the moral Henry VIII., who disestablished 
them in 1546. 

The mention, in the Bristol order, of the district described as ‘‘ within the 
bars in St. James’s”’ is curious, as that was beyond the jurisdiction of the 
town. Towards St. James’s the course of the Frome was at that time the 
line of defence of the city, and in this part of it there were no bars in the 
sense of barriers ‘‘closing the entrance into a city, formed originally of 
‘posts, rails, and a chain,’ afterwards applied to the gate by which these were 
replaced.’’ The expression ‘‘ within the bars in St. James’s”’ seems to imply 
that, in the area under the jurisdiction of the Priory of St. James, there was 
an enclosed space to which these women were limited, and the statement in 
Colford’s code need not be taken to mean that the city had authority over the 
district, but merely to record that such a regulation existed in the immediate 
neighbourhood. A considerable population had grown up in this suburb of 
Bristol, in which the Priory was a large and conspicuous feature, covering the 
ground from Marlborough Street to Broadmead and from Lower Maudlin 
Street to North Street. ‘‘ The memory of the prioral grange survives in the 
name of St. James’s Barton.” I offer the foregoing suggestions with 
diffidence, and I shall be glad to be set right if I have made any mistake 
about the limits of the civic authority at the date in question. 

Mr. John Latimer tells me that he has seen ‘‘numerous early leases in 
which the Barrs are mentioned, but there is never any explanation as to what 
the Barrs really were. The property is described as ‘juxta le Barres’ or ‘apud 
le Barres,’ and that is all.”’ 

The neighbourhood had for a long time an evil reputation. In 1440 
William Wyrcestre describes it as ‘‘lez barrys ubi mulieres fatuze morantur.”’ 
(Op. cit., p. 214); and elsewhere, in the same work (pp. 168, 255), he has some- 
thing to say about the people of the district, the position of which was prac- 
tically that of the present Barrs Street. In the Wardens’ accounts for 1672 
there is an item of ‘‘ Paid to Buck for hunting the whores out of the parish, 
6d.” (Bristol: Past and Present, 1881, vol. ii., p. 40). 

Writing in the end of the sixteenth century on the question of the public 
stews, Camden (Britannia, ed. 1789, vol. ii., p. 9) approves the abolition of 
these houses kept up ‘‘under the specious pretence of allowance for human 
infirmity’; but his editor, Gough, thinks ‘‘it is still a question whether the 
licensing such places by authority would not tend more to preserve the morals 
as well as the health of the subjects than the present unrestrained and pro- 
miscuous indulgence”’ (Op. cit., p. 27). The arguments for and against the 
existence of such houses are well put by Fuller (loc. cit.), who sums up the 
matter by saying that licensing them added a national sin to the personal 
sin committed by those who resorted to them. 





